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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR
It's been an exciting year so far for
WGSS! We continue to have a
strong presence on campus with 17
majors. This Fall, we hosted Maria
Udén, a STINT Fellow, who serves as
Professor in Gender and Technology
at Luleå University of Technology in
Sweden. We also welcomed
Professor Greta Snyder, a visiting
professor trained in political science
and gender studies who relocated
from New Zealand to Williamstown
and who will be with us for three
years. And we continue to benefit
from the presence of Professors Kai
M. Green, Vivian Huang, and Kiaran
Honderich, which means we are at
the most robust faculty size in the
program's 35 year history. I, myself,
had the honor of officially becoming
the first faculty member to be
tenured in WGSS as of this past July.
I am thrilled to be taking over as
WGSS Chair from Alison Case,
Dennis Meenan '54 Third Century
Professor of English, who has
chaired for the past year and who
oversaw much of this growth in the
program.

Our faculty have been hard at work,
allowing us to roll out a new version of
WGSS 101 (Introduction to WGSS)
and to begin offering WGSS 202
(Foundations in Sexuality Studies) in
both the Fall and Spring semesters for
the first time. We also benefit from
their varied electives and have a
course catalog line-up for next year
that highlights our faculty's diverse
methodologies, areas of interest, and
overarching commitment to
intersectionality and social justice in
our pedagogies. Our students
continue to show a strong interest in
global approaches to feminist and
queer pedagogy, with many of them
choosing to study abroad or to
participate in travel courses such as
Professor Honderich's winter study
about community mobilization and
public health in Senegal and Professor
Mitchell's spring class trip to Rio de
Janeiro focused on issues of race,
gender and sexuality. Our students
also continue to be a very visible
presence on campus, sharing both
their activism and scholarship with
the Williams campus community.

We have eight seniors graduating
this year and could not be more
proud of them!
Sincerely,
Greg Mitchell
Associate Professor and Chair of
WGSS
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WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO?

33
AFFILIATED
PROFESSORS
Professors who taught WGSS
courses this semester are
officially located in eleven
different departments.

Go like our new page,
wgss_at_williams, for
updates on events, students,
professors, and more!

Cross-listed with nineteen
other departments, including
Africana Studies, Art History,
Sociology, Arabic Studies,
Theater, and Asian Studies.

19
22

INSTAGRAM
FOLLOWERS

WGSS COURSES
OFFERED IN THE FALL

CO-HOSTED EVENTS
AND SPEAKERS
Including Alexander Chee,
Winona LaDuke, and Robin D.
G. Kelley.

267
260
WGSS.WILLIAMS.EDU

LIKES ON FACEBOOK
Go like our Facebook page,
WGSS at Williams, for
updates about events! Also, if
you don't have Instagram, all
of our Instagram posts also
get posted to our Facebook,
so you can still seen them!
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Visiting Faculty
AN INTERVIEW WITH PROFESSOR GRETA SNYDER
Tell me a little
about the semester
thus far.
I guess I’ll start with how the semester
has gone: it’s gone great. It’s been
really intense, it’s been really full-on,
and it has sort of taken some
unexpected turns, but I think that’s
been a really wonderful thing. I have
three people in my WGSS class and
that was daunting, but I decided to try
to figure out how this was an
opportunity. So we’ve done some really
fun things over the course of the
semester. We took a little bit of a
different route midway through the
semester and dropped one of the
assessments I had set, and instead
applied for one of the Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion grants, as an assessment,
and preparing for that assessment, we
did three weeks on practices of care
and its relation to activism. I learned a
ton from that, and it was really great in
terms of democratizing the classroom
and being responsive to what people
were thinking about or cared about at
that time. I think having three people
in that class enabled that flexibility,
and the three students were really
great too. I’ve been pushed, I’ve been
inspired, I’ve seen things and been able
to connect content to experience in
ways that I haven’t before, and that’s
all been really great. I’m also teaching a
political science class right now, and
that’s seven people, and that’s been
really wonderful. But one of the really
wonderful things has been to be able
to supplement the class with all of the
speaker opportunities on campus. We
actually started the political science
class off by reading Ta-Nehisi Coates,
We Were Eight Years in Power, and
then got to go see him at MCLA, which
was pretty amazing. And it’s really
wonderful, that political science class
is about racial equity, liberal
democracy, and democratic theory,
and it’s a pretty US focused class, and
that sort of has been the focus of my
own research, but I wasn’t able to
teach on those subjects at Victoria, so
it’s been lovely being able to come
back to those topics in a place where
the students are sharing the same
contextual knowledge and are deeply
politically invested in these questions.
All of these things are really good.

Where are you from
originally?
I’m originally from Baltimore. I was
really interested in New Zealand from
a pretty young age, my father was
really into the idea of going to New
Zealand, so I think I may have
imported that from him, plus you see
the pictures, and they don’t lie. There’s
no way for them to oversell, because it
is that gorgeous. I had studied abroad
when I was in college, and I really
loved that experience of being abroad.
I was feeling a bit wistful and sad
about not having another opportunity
to live abroad, and then a job popped
up and I thought I would apply for it to
see what happened. It was one of
those life-taking-unexpected-turnthings, I put in for the job, and Ben and
I moved over there. He was finishing
his dissertation that first year, and
then he ended up getting a job at the
same university, so it was a big stroke
of luck. We were there for five and a
half years total, and it’s where my son
was born. I was in the Political Science
and International Relations program
there, I taught in both programs, I was
trained as a political theorist, and then
had a class there on Transnational
Activism which I am now teaching
here.

Where did you go
for undergrad?
I was at Haverford for undergrad, so it
was a goal to get back to a small
liberal arts setting. It is really lovely to
be in a context where you’re not
having to defend the value of
humanistic scholarship. That’s a raging
debate worldwide, and that was really
coming to a head at the university
where we found ourselves.
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Visiting Faculty
AN INTERVIEW WITH PROFESSOR GRETA SNYDER (CONTINUED)

What classes are
you teaching in the
spring?

It’s cool that you will be
applying classroom
discussions to Williams,
as a physical space.

I’m teaching a class on the Social
Ecology of Race and Gender Inequity,
so it’s going to be a class about how
our physical environment constructs
us, and how we construct it, and
thinking about what kind of
interventions have been made into the
social ecology that have promoted
better racial, gender, and class equity,
we’re going to be working with a
design thinker in residence here to
identify problems, social ecological
problems on campus and design
interventions. He wanted to come here
because he found that a lot of people
going into the field of urban planning
were coming from very technocratic
programs, and he really felt that liberal
arts majors were really needed in
design, and pushing against that trend
in design, so he wanted to come here
to promote this as a viable pathway for
those who are interested in those
fields.

It’s a lovely way to make the ideas more
accessible, and to really experience the
joy and difficulty of going through the
process of trying to design and
implement interventions. I haven’t
exactly figured out how I’m going to
structure the class, but I think I’m going
to do a number of weeks on places, like
public toilets, and parks, and
monuments, and the “inner city,” so I
think this is going to be a fun semester.
And then the other class I’m teaching is
on power, and different feminist
perspectives on power, and also
thinking about why how we
conceptualize power matters, why
does it matter who we see as powerful
and not powerful, and getting to those
kinds of epistemological questions. I’m
really excited about both classes,
they’re both related to different
research projects I’m doing, so I’ve
spent a long time with these questions,
and one of the things that’s really
wonderful about having freedom with
the topics you teach, which I didn’t
have at my previous university, is I can
do these classes that are really deeply
related to my research and I can have
you guys teach me, and it’s already
happening, I’ve already learned so
much, and it’s so awesome. I try to
democratize my classrooms as much
as possible, for a lot of different
reasons, but in part because I have a lot
to learn from everybody here, and I
have been, and it’s been really
wonderful. I have a particular
background of knowledge, I have a
particular set of interests, I have a
particular set of experiences, and all of
that is going to shape the way that I
look at a question, and limit the way
I’m going to look at a question. And
there’s no way to get outside of those
limits without other people drawing
them to my attention. And I have to say
Williams students come ready, too, it’s
so awesome. The level of care and
passion that students have put into
their work is wonderful and inspiring to
see, and I’m very grateful to be in a
classroom space with other people
who are excited, who are engaging
with the questions because they’re
excited. And that’s really palpable, and
I hope it keeps being palpable.

What are your main
areas of research?
I’m thinking a lot about racial inequity,
as it relates to other systems of inequity,
in both social and nonhuman systems.
I’m working on this project about what
it means to think ecologically about
racial, gender, or class inequity, and
what the implications of thinking
ecologically would be for democratic
motivation, for our arguments for racial
justice, for thinking about the physical
environment and how it shapes us and
we shape it. And then I’ve got another
project related to how power is
understood in the literature on
transnational activism, and it’s been
really awesome having so many
different people who are working on
things that I think are super engaging,
who are either faculty here, or speakers
coming to campus, or students working
on theses or papers, and it just feels like
there are a lot of people who are
invested in conversations that I care
about, and talking about things I love.
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Visiting Faculty
AN INTERVIEW WITH PROFESSOR GRETA SNYDER (CONTINUED)
What has been your
favorite thing about
being at Williams, and
in the WGSS program?

If you could listen to
only one album for the
rest of your life, what
would it be?

I think it’s probably two things. One,
being able to engage with such
politically engaged and thoughtful
students, I think that’s something that
makes WGSS students distinctive. And I
am deeply impressed and in awe of the
political commitment of students as
they’re doing so much in their student
capacity, to also do political work
outside of that, and in the way that
they bring those political
commitments into their study and into
the classroom. But also, being able to
be in a department with such brilliant
and committed teachers, the people in
WGSS are really good professors. And it
can be a little intimidating, but I feel
like I’m learning from my colleagues,
and they’ve been super welcoming,
which is also awesome.

Right now, it has to be Jason Isbell’s
Southeastern, and I would just cry. I’m
really into the 90s, slow depressing
music, it’s usually what I’m playing
when I’m working out, other people
have the pick-me-up, cardio music, and
I’m just crying on the treadmill. So I’m
really liking Jason Isbell, and he has a
song called “White Man’s Burden,”
which is about recognizing whiteness
as an identity that was produced in
domination, designed in ways that
requires the subjugation of others, and
I love that. He’s won a couple of country
music awards, and that’s not generally
an arena from which you see that kind
of critique. And particularly white
complicity, so that’s an awesome song.
He has that running through his music.
And I also like Leon Bridges new
album.

What has been one of
your most memorable
moments while
teaching, either at
Williams or elsewhere?

I think right now the decision to reroute this transnational activism class
together, and that process of figuring
out what the re-routing looks like. It
was one of the students who suggested
that the required reading be changed
in ways that helped to support the
production of the grant, so that the
required readings be changed to focus
on this relationship between care and
activism, and I thought that that was
such a good idea, and I was really glad
that people were willing to work with
me to do that and to be flexible. It
enabled all of us to be able to focus on
something we really cared about, and
to pursue an assessment that may have
benefits in the future in terms of actual
things that happen on campus. So it
felt like a really concretely good thing
all around. And I was glad people were
willing to try something different.
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WGSS Fall Events
September
25th: Alexander Chee: Reading and Book-Signing
30th: Hitting the Spot: A Workshop About Pleasurable Anatomy and Sex Toys

October
1st: AJ Lewis: Disappearing the Police Station: Magic, Madness, and Trans
Liberation in the Long 1970s
15th: The Politics of Orphans: A View from Uganda
18th: Jewish Values, Trans Inclusivity, and Yes on 3
19th: Meiver De la Cruz: Lecture and Workshop
23rd: La Loba Loca: Brujas Feministas: Colonialism, Capitalism, and the Witches
They Couldn't Kill
25th: Song, Sound & Symbol
26th: Rally for Trans Rights
28th: Song of Songs
29th: Mal Harrison: Sex, Erotic Intelligence
29th: Performative Ethics: The History of Casting: A Conversation With Brian
Herrera
30th: Winona LaDuke: Environmental Justice from a Native Perspective

November
2nd: Locatora Radio: Femme Defense
4th: Trans Lives: A Teach-In
13th and 14th: Muffy Davis: Radical Wellness, Podcasting 101, Lifting for Body
Liberation
15th: Robin D. G. Kelley: Race and Democracy
15th: The Feminist Awakening in China
29th: Reindeer and Innovation: Feminist Technoscience in the Scandinavian
North

December
10th: WGSS 283 and 380 Student Presentations
12th: Queer Temporality in Rural Oregon: Thesis Presentation by Olivia Goodheart
12th: Poetry and Second-Wave Feminism Student Presentations
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"QUEER TEMPORALITY
IN RURAL OREGON"
an interview with olivia goodheart, '18.5

WHAT IS YOUR THESIS ON?
My thesis is seeking to make one intervention into queer theories of temporality and
saying, here are these theories of time, but a lot of people don’t realize that they’re
unconsciously thinking about time through space, and for the majority of the central
foundations of queer temporality, they’re looking at it through a metronormative
perspective, which basically means that when they’re considering people and bodies in
space, they’re considering people and bodies in the metropolitan space, and in some
cases, this can be extremely meaningful and knowledge-rich, such as José Esteban
Muñoz’s work in thinking through the cityscape with queer utopianism, which I think is
fabulous. But, what my thesis is trying to do is say, look, we haven’t had enough theories
of queer temporality that are situated in rural places, and how would theories of time
change if you take them out of the metropole. In so doing, I’m also looking to show that
rural places are not monolithic. They are both not a Western idyllic, utopian, ‘back to the
land’ kind of deal, but they’re also not monolithically backwards, static, or politically
conservative. There are queer bodies, bodies of color, trans and disabled bodies,
Indigenous folks, who exist and make lives in rural spaces, so by putting together
conversations of queer temporality in rural spaces, and the real voices of people who
live in rural spaces, what can we say about rurality and queer temporality.

HOW DID YOU SELECT THE TOPIC FOR YOUR THESIS?
Two things. I have my thesis advisor to thank, because when I went to her and said, “I
want to write a thesis, with you,” she said, “Great, what do you want to write about?”
And I had no idea, so she told me to brainstorm, and to make a list of ideas of things
that interest me, and I came up with a word cloud and we put together this thesis idea.
The other thing I would attribute it to is my ongoing research and interest, throughout
my time at Williams, in thinking about the fact that I am a rural person, who grew up in
rural Oregon, and I see this gap in queer studies and queer theory, and many other
realms, in questions of queerness and rurality. What is
there to say about queerness and rurality that has
been obscured or under-attended to in the academy,
in activism, and in politics? So I think it’s both my
background and general interest at Williams, as well
as the guidance of my advisor.

Olivia Goodheart '18.5 graduated from Williams in
December, with a degree in Women's, Gender,
and Sexuality Studies and Political Science, with
a concentration in Spanish. She currently lives in
Eugene, Oregon with her girlfriend and her cat.
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"QUEER TEMPORALITY IN RURAL OREGON"
an interview with olivia goodheart '18.5 (continued)
WHAT METHODOLOGIES DID YOU USE?
Well I did something that is a little less common in WGSS, even though it is an
interdisciplinary department, which is that I really wanted to develop theory. I didn’t want
to necessarily take images, books, movies, cultural products and analyze them, though I
think that’s awesome, but what I wanted was to build theory, to build on others and to build
my own. So, methodologically it’s a theory-building thesis. However, there is a chapter in
my thesis that is a modified version of my ethnographic project from the Professor
Mitchell’s senior seminar, “Queer Ethnographies,” which is slightly methodologically
different. But generally, the themes throughout my thesis, methodologically, are not making
claims about these voices, these bodies, these narratives, representing all queer people, all
ruralites, all people that are in rural Oregon, or even a monolithic theory of queer
temporality or queer rural temporality. I just wanted to say, here are some voices that have
very important and meaningful things to say, and they’re showing what some of these ideas
are. In conversation with one another, we are creating theory based on our conversations
and viewpoints. Just thinking about theorizing from the voices and bodies I’m talking about,
which moves slightly away from queer theories of temporality that I have personally read,
and really working with a range of voices, and seeing how these people interact, the gaps
that are present, and trying not to make any monolithic claim, but saying, this is an
intervention and it’s an interesting one.

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE THE THEORY THAT YOU BUILT?
I didn’t set out knowing what I was going to say, I just knew there was something there. So
what I ended up saying was, basically, you have a couple of camps within queer
temporality. One, you have to be anti-futurism, because future is always reproducing the
same violent order, like Edelman. But also, as Jack Halberstam writes, the reality of
diminishing futures is real, and we have to consider that, which I think is an important
intervention that Halberstam made, despite other gaps that I see him having. And then with
Muñoz, he is gesturing towards futurity and an expanse of futures, and I love Muñoz’s
theory, and the way he orients it within a cityscape, and I was really inspired by that for how
to think methodologically about my project. Some gaps are intentional; you have to pick
people and places to focus on, and that’s great. But what I wanted to do was to say, what
would all of these questions look like in a rural space? Building off Eli Clare and these other
theorists, and the people I was talking to from my hometown, I was looking at three themes,
which are embodied experiences, the temporality and spatiality of exile, whether that’s
exile from a rural place physically, which is often experienced by young people growing up
and moving to the city––the metronormative impulse––or the exile from one’s own future in a
rural place, because you’re being exiled from an expansive future in a rural place when
you’re looking at environmental destruction, lack of resources, such as health care,
transportation, or jobs, and aging populations, as well as just capitalist violence, so you’re
looking at rural populations that are diminishing, and not being able to envision a more
expansive future, living as a rural person, and then also looking at the ethics and wisdom of
rural living that can produce ways of being. Embodiment, exile, ethics are the themes I am
working through to articulate that rural futures are in danger, and it includes rural queer
people because there always have and always will be queer people who live in rural
spaces. In looking at the reality of a diminishing future, what can we do, what can we look
to––embodiment, experiences of exile, and ethics––to actually theorize what a future could
look like in rural spaces, and, in thinking about that organization of the past and the
present, how that influences how we conceive of possible rural futures. I think that’s the
most important thing that I realized.
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"QUEER TEMPORALITY IN RURAL OREGON"
an interview with olivia goodheart '18.5 (continued)

HOW DOES ‘YOUR THEORY’ CHANGE THE WAY YOU
THINK ABOUT YOUR OWN ACTIVISM?
Something that I was talking about earlier, in a different space, is that I personally
think that rural white people are a deposit, or a repository, or a scapegoat, for other
white people’s guilt or accountability, so rural white people is the space that is
pushed onto, like, it’s their fault Trump was elected, it’s their fault white supremacy is
rising. And while I don’t want to recuperate rural space in a way that denies that
that is present, that that is real, that it happens, because it definitely does, but I
want my thesis to get white folks to think about, no, this is not a monolithic space,
and rural white people do need to be accountable for white supremacy, but also all
white people need to be held accountable for white supremacy. In academic
spaces, in activist spaces, in the metropole, because I think a lot of people think that
a certain degree of education, a familiarity with certain types of language, an
access to climbing up the workforce, makes you more enlightened, makes you a
better person, makes you a better white person, and I really want people to resist
that impulse to put it all on rural white people, because it makes it very difficult for
white people to be accountable for their own upholding of white supremacy. And I
also wanted to say, we cannot obscure the fact that there are non-white people,
and queer and trans people, who live in rural spaces, and have always lived in rural
spaces, and then what people start to do is conflate ways of living in rural spaces,
and nature itself, with white Republicans, and for me that’s a very disappointing and
dangerous thing to do. Another thing I want to do for myself, and hopefully others, is
that there is amazing activism that happens in rural spaces, and knowing that it’s not
an apolitical space, there are many types of activism that are happening, or
community work and community building that is anti-capitalist and anti-racist, and I
really think that the metronormative obscuring of those people and those bodies, the
damage is not happening to the same degree towards white ruralites, the biggest
damage is happening to people who don’t match those descriptions, and who are
trying to live in rural places, and I think that it’s a loss for people to foreclose on rural
spaces when actually, I think the most accepting and generous and compassionate
spaces I’ve been in have been rural spaces. I hesitate, I hesitate for people to do all
those things.

Lorane, Oregon
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"QUEER TEMPORALITY IN RURAL OREGON"
an interview with olivia goodheart '18.5 (continued)

WHAT HAS BEEN THE MOST CHALLENGING THING ABOUT
WRITING YOUR THESIS, AND WHAT IS YOUR ADVICE FOR
PEOPLE PLANNING TO WRITE A THESIS, OR WHO ARE
FINISHING UP THEIR THESES FOR THE SPRING?
One thing is that I really struggled with believing that what I had to say was
important, and I think that because I have experienced, because I think there is such
an attachment to, oh, you came from rural Oregon, you must be a hick and a
redneck, and feeling like. Yeah, I am a hick and a redneck, and I don’t even think
people know what a redneck means, which is a term that originated from miners in
West Virginia in the 1900s fighting back against big coal companies. So I am proud
to be called a redneck. So anyways, I think I had internalized a lot of that thinking
about rural places not being valuable repositories of meaning and importance, and I
don’t think I have any doubt about that anymore, but I think it was hard for me to feel
like I had to justify why I was doing it throughout the whole project. And the other
thing I had difficulty with is that it’s a lot of writing to do, and it’s really hard to keep
track of your ideas, so tying that into my advice, the best piece of advice is really you
just have to do it. And the other piece of advice, and something that I felt a lot, is I
think people place a lot of meaning onto the fact that you’re writing a thesis, and
there’s such a culture of thesis writing at Williams, that it’s turned into more than
what it is, and what it is is a series of chapters, an introduction and a conclusion, and
you can think of this as not an insurmountable mountain of work, even though it feels
like that, it’s more helpful to think about it as, you have a year to write something.
You write papers all the time here. I think people over-assign meaning to theses, and
I understand that, because I did that and I still do it, but I think resisting that impulse
to over-assign meaning to it is good because that will make you feel less devastated
by every aspect of it, but it will also move you past those intense writer’s block
barriers of feeling so overwhelmed by it, and just thinking, ‘I’m just going to write
some shit down, and then edit it later.’ And I know some people will strenuously
disagree with that, but I think it turns theses into something that becomes part of
who you are, and it’s not. It’s just a project. And I really strongly, I am very anti-ego
and individualism, and I think theses are representations of people’s egos at times,
and I think that people should resist the impulse to put their ego into it. You can only
do so much, your writing isn’t going to be perfect, but it doesn’t have to be perfect.
This doesn’t have to be more than it is. The more that we believe in academic
exceptionalism and individual exceptionalism, the further away we get from our
goals of justice. For me, a lot of academics is so antithetical to any sort of justice
movement, and it’s frustrating. Plenty of people will disagree with me, but whatever. I
think writing a thesis is great, but I think people need to stop assigning so much
meaning to it, and of course, people should start one, stop one, quit, do whatever
you want, but what you have to do is not over-attach things to this that make it a
representation of how good of a student, thinker, person you are. That’s not what it’s
about.
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WOMEN IN
POLITI C AL
S C IEN C E

An Interview with Ashley Villarreal
WHAT IS WOMEN IN POLITICAL SCIENCE?
Women in Political Science is an organization that is
dedicated to facilitating important conversations and
bettering the experience of anyone in the Political Sciences
department, that takes classes in the department, or has any
interest in the field and does not identify as a cisgender
male. It is meant to empower them, motivate them, and
create strong connections with alum, each other, and
professors.
WHAT PROMPTED YOU TO CREATE THIS
ORGANIZATION?
I had been hearing for a long time from a number of women
who had taken classes in Political Sciences and felt
uncomfortable with class conversation and climate. We felt
that there wasn’t much of a space to talk about these issues
and they remained unaddressed.
The day we decided to create the organization, my two cochairs and I walked into a mixer for new majors and felt an
immediate divide in the room between men and women
majors. We immediately felt excluded. It felt like a boy’s club,
even though I knew most of the men there -- if not all of
them -- they were still exclusionary towards us, though that
may not have been their intention.
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WOMEN IN POLITI C AL S C IEN C E

An Interview with Ashley Villarreal (Continued)

WHAT WERE THE INITIAL GOALS YOU GUYS
ESTABLISHED WHEN CREATING THE ORGANIZATION?
Definitely creating safe spaces for women to talk about politics
in a low stress and supportive environment without men
interjecting and engaging in classic behaviors like mansplaining
or being lauded for repeating exactly what someone else has
said but worded differently. It was really important for us to get
guidance from alums as well. We know that many majors can
feel lost when planning their futures in the field. But, we know
that it can be especially difficult for those who do not identify as
cisgendered males to navigate this process since they will often
face more career barriers outside of Williams. We thought it
would be really productive to form connections and a
mentorship program between students and alums, a program
which is now active! We’re really focused on creating and
forming connections that will help them build bright futures.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE GENERAL FEEDBACK YOU’VE
RECEIVED AS THE ORGANIZATION HAS ESTABLISHED
ITSELF?
For the most part, it’s been positive and people have been
excited. Our organization continues to grow as more freshman
and sophomores become aware of our goals! We’ve also received
a lot of interest from men in the department (both professors
and students) who want to participate and learn more about
how
they can be allies, but we’re still talking about what that would
look like. We’ve received negative feedback too, from people who
don’t understand why it’s necessary for this organization to exist.
This negative feedback is indicative that our organization is
necessary, and has only served to motivate us to continue to
have discussions regarding gender and power dynamics within
the field.
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WOMEN IN POLITI C AL S C IEN C E

An Interview with Ashley Villarreal (Continued)
WHAT ARE SOME THINGS THAT YOU HAVE DONE
THUS FAR?

We held a focus group where we asked everyone what they
wanted because this isn’t just about me and my co-chairs and
what we want, it’s about everyone that wants to be represented.
We asked them about their preference to focus on alumni
relations, professor-student relations, or making things better in
the classroom, culture, etc. We used that information to
determine our next steps. We’ve started an alumni network,
we’ve gotten a lot of alum that are interested in what we’re doing
and we’re going to be pairing people with mentors very soon. We
hope to get a panel of speakers for next semester because a lot
of alum have been interested in that. We also had an election
night viewing party which had a huge turnout. We’ve also had
and will continue to have informal dinners where anyone that
doesn’t identify as a cisgender male can come and talk about
politics, what has been interesting them that week, and current
events without mansplaining and in a chill and comfortable
environment so that no one feels the need to be like didactic or
excessively academic.

DO YOU FEEL THAT THIS REQUIRES A LOT OF
EMOTIONAL LABOR FROM YOU?
I'I'm not sure about that yet. It could become an issue
because I’m the only co-chair who is a minority (aside from
all of us being women). We’ve been talking about holding an
event focused on women of color in the Political Science
department and I can imagine how that might be
emotionally taxing. But, what has been most emotionally
taxing thus far has been the
pushback we’ve faced from those on campus that don’t
support the existence of this organization and the causes
that we genuinely believe in.
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ASIAN AMERICAN
STUDIES AT
WILLIAMS
AN INTERVIEW WITH GRACE FAN

DESCRIBE OR SUMMARIZE THE STUDENT ACTIVISM
SURROUNDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ASIAN
AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAM OR DEPARTMENT.
It’s a 28 year struggle, and the whole history of it is on the website that we made
this summer. But, I can talk about my own personal involvement, which started
with this group of mostly Asian American women who were meeting for a
Claiming Williams Day event, and they were looking to collect anecdotes or
stories about being Asian American, particularly at Williams, and people’s
struggles with that. We were making a poster campaign, and hosted a separate
panel about the Asian American experience. We had several different speakers
come and answer questions, so that’s how I got looped in. And then after that
ended, after we put up all the posters, it became a larger conversation about
Asian American Studies at Williams, and figuring out how students were feeling
about it, and figuring out what actions we could do, building coalition with
other student groups of color on campus. In the spring, we basically organized
an action around Jamboree where we had some folks in the movement stand up
on stage and read a statement to the pre-frosh saying, ‘students of color aren’t
valued here, this is evident through the fact that we don’t have Asian American
Studies, so if you’re considering coming here, reconsider your decision.’ And
then we had different groups go on stage and read a fact about Asian
Americanness before they performed. When I was part of it I didn’t think much
of it, but a lot of pre-frosh took it in, and I’ve heard things this year with the
freshman class about their thoughts and reflections about it. And then we also
did something the first time President Mandel came to campus. (Cont.)
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(Cont). We dropped a banner that said “President Maud Mandel, Asian
American Studies Welcomes You,” and it was kind of a snarky statement, and,
looking back on it, it’s kind of petty, but really impactful. First, people were
confused, like, “do we have that, does that exist?” And then they were like,
“what does that mean?” And I think the purpose of that was to just be like, yo,
President Maud Mandel, just so you know, we are serious about fighting for
Asian American Studies, and this is going to be something you’ll have to deal
with next year. But I think a lot of trustees were just flustered. And then,
another thing that some of our beloved alumni did during graduation was they
made and handed out red ribbons for all the graduates to wear on their robes,
basically signifying support for Asian American Studies, which was visually
very impactful because Phi Beta Kappa also had ribbons this year, so it was a
really interesting visual juxtaposition. This year, a lot of our organizing has
been about building community and building coalition. A lot of it has also
been institutional, fortunately or unfortunately, because the Curricular
Planning Committee, also known as the CPC, basically established a working
group of faculty and two students to come up with a plan to propose an Asian
American Studies Program to the larger CPC as well as the administration. I
would say that’s kind of where we’re at. But I know something that we talk
about often is trying to activate the Asian and Asian American community
here, politically and broadly, because I think that’s a very difficult terrain to
navigate, because it’s complicated and nuanced, and just trying to figure out
how to reach out and include more people.

WHY DO YOU PERSONALLY THINK IT IS IMPORTANT TO
ESTABLISH ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES AT WILLIAMS?
I am someone who grew up in an overwhelmingly white and wealthy community.
When my parents moved to my hometown, which is Falmouth, Maine, they were
the only Chinese family in the whole town. I am personally really invested in
Asian American Studies, just because I feel like there’s so much missing in
understanding my own history and understanding my identity and the way that
interacts with how I’m able to interact with the world. Somewhat selfishly, I
really wish that we had an Asian American Studies program, and have really
valued the Asian American classes that we have here. But another larger
argument that the movement uses is that you can’t talk about American Studies
without talking about the people that constitute America, and Asian America is
part of that. We can’t talk about American history without addressing Chinese
immigrant workers, and the Chinese Exclusion Act, and Japanese internment,
and the way that the US has interacted with areas of Southeast Asia through
war, and things like that, so it’s largely a curricular dirth. And we have a pretty
significant Asian and Asian American population here, so that’s a whole host of
histories not being taught. And I, personally, don’t know a ton about Taiwanese
immigration, so that’s something that I lament, and never learned about it in
high school.
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WHAT IS ONE THING THAT YOU HAVE LEARNED (E.G. ABOUT
STUDENT ACTIVISM, ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF
EDUCATION IN RADICALISM, ABOUT STUDENT OR ALUMNI
SUPPORT, ETC.) FROM YOUR WORK WITH AASIA?
I think one big thing is that I didn’t have a larger Asian American community
at Williams. I think there’s something super beautiful and comforting about
being able to organize in a space where the struggle is not only theoretical or
political but it’s also deeply personal and it’s something everyone can relate to,
and not only can everyone relate to the cause but we can also hold each other
through our struggles and validate each other. So I think the solidarity and the
community aspect of it has been very wildly nourishing and inspiring in ways
that I didn’t even know I was entering when I volunteered to help with the
poster campaign. Even the act of reading those anecdotes for the posters was
really powerful, just having a spreadsheet of experiences that resonated with
me, and feeling like there are other people on this campus who have struggled
in the same way I have and can even put words to my struggles in a way that I
have never been able to. That has been a really great part of organizing. I’ve
also definitely learned how slow change is, which I think is pretty obvious to
anyone who tries to organize, but the institution is a particular kind of
lethargy, it’s a different time space. I have had to learn to have radical hope, in
times when it’s been so frustrating, to practice radical hope and believe that
the work that we do is going to be impactful in some sort of way, even if this
proposal, God forbid, isn’t put through. And I think that largely has been
evident through the archival work I have done. Looking at past proposals, past
petitions, past actions, it’s still inspiring and having an impact, ten, twenty
years later, on students here, myself included.

WHAT HAS BEEN ONE OF THE MOST EMPOWERING OR
INSPIRING MOMENTS THAT HAS COME OUT OF DOING THIS
WORK FOR YOU?
So I would say that besides the community building aspect, and the solidarity,
the deep sense of solidarity that I feel with a lot of the movement members, I
also organized a photo campaign last spring, where I set up a mini photo studio
in Paresky, and adopted some phrases from a Duke and Amherst photo
campaign. On a piece of paper, there was the phrase, “Williams doesn’t teach
me,” and then people would complete the sentence and take a photo with what
they wrote. Just seeing what people write and being able to edit the
photographs and see them all in one place was super impactful. And something
I’m super proud of, personally, just because I think it brought the urgency of the
issue to a lot of people’s attention. And also, what people said on their little
pages sparked a lot of thought, and was really inspiring to me, personally, in
thinking about what I’m missing from my education and relating to things
people wrote.
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IF YOU COULD COME UP WITH ANY CLASS THAT WOULD BE
IN THE ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES PROGRAM AT WILLIAMS,
WHAT WOULD IT BE AND WHY?
So I’ve also been collecting data on this, and getting student input. As someone who
identifies as some sort of activist, I would really love to learn in depth about
previous Asian American movements, and specifically looking at the ways that Asian
Americans have worked with other people of color to build something really
powerful, because I think that, personally, that’s something I don’t know much
about, so looking at social movements would be really cool. This is just a personal
thing with my own family history, but I’d also be really interested to know about
Taiwanese migration, ways to contextualize my parents’ migration, and understand
how that positions me in the current moment. I’d also be interested in a class about
Asian American sexuality, and “Feeling Queer and Asian” was kind of like that, but I
would really love to have some long term academic time studying yellow fever and
fetishization. I would love to unpack the way that that’s affected the way that I see
myself and other Asian American women in my life.

WHAT IS ONE THING YOU WOULD LIKE TO TELL WGSS
FACULTY, STAFF, STUDENTS, AND ALUMNI ABOUT ASIAN
AMERICAN STUDIES AS A FIELD?
The first thing that came to mind was that faculty in general have a really big part in
approving this program, and the more people we have talking about it, the more
people we have spreading knowledge about this program and about why it’s
necessary, is always a good thing for this cause. But more importantly and urgently,
I think showing up, using your voice, and fighting for ethnic studies, especially if
you’re a white person, is imperative in making the academy more just and equitable.
For too long, ethnic studies and scholars of color have been delegitimized,
overlooked, and underfunded because their scholarship didn’t fit into the white,
Western canon. Given the climate of Williams right now with our dismal faculty of
color retention rate, we can’t afford silence any longer. It is essential that people
understand the importance of scholars of color and it’s essential that departments
at Williams provide the grounds for faculty of color here to thrive, not just survive
(if even that). Thinking about structural ways to support faculty of color is critical
and if we’re going to establish an Asian American Studies program in the near
future, we need to be actively thinking about how we, as a College, can house faculty
in terms of support, funding, community, and mentorship. If the WGSS department
stands by and watches as students of color struggle to get voices like theirs heard in
the curriculum, it’ll be like watching history repeat itself, like carrying on the legacy
of white feminism.
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HOW CAN PEOPLE (STUDENTS, ALUMNI, FACULTY AND
STAFF) HELP?
Talk about it, advocate for it, especially among faculty. To students, too, taking Asian
American Studies classes, the ones we have now, is really important in showing that
students actually have an interest in this. Enrollment data has proven to be really
helpful in the working group. Like AASiA on Facebook, and keep up with the events
we have there, and check out the website. Also, anyone is welcome to our meetings! I
think it’s become kind of a closed group, which is unfortunate because we’re always
excited about new people. Otherwise, and speaking specifically in terms of white
allies, having people who don’t identify as Asian American or Asian in the room is
also a powerful statement. We’ve also been having a lot of intentional conversation
about welcoming a South Asian and Southeast Asian folks into the room. It seems
that a lot of people have this perception of exclusion with our group, which is not
how I think we ever conduct ourselves, but, visually, it can be really daunting. We
wholeheartedly, even more than wholeheartedly, would welcome folks of non East
Asian identity.
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WOMEN'S, GENDER, & SEXUALITY STUDIES
SPRING 2019 COURSES

WGSS 101 Introduction to WGSS
Vivian L. Huang and Alison A. Case – TR 11:20-12:35

WGSS 262 Gender and Conflict in International Relations
Phoebe G. Donnelly - TR 11:20-12:35

WGSS 119 Asian American Femininities (TUT)
Vivian L. Huang - TBA

WGSS 274 "As If Her Mouth Were a Weapon": Jamaica Kincaid (TUT)
Ianna Hawkins Owen – TBA

WGSS 152 Fourteenth Amendment
Sara Dubow - TF 2:35-3:50

WGSS 275 Women's Contemporary Cultural Production in Latin America
Roxana A. Blancas Curiel – MR 1:10-2:25

WGSS 202 Foundations in Sexuality Studies
Gregory Mitchell - TR 9:55-11:10

WGSS 303 Humans and Bodies: Theories of Embodiment
Phillip J. Webster – TF 2:35-3:50

WGSS 212 Ethics and Reproductive Technology
Julie A. Pedroni – TF 2:35-3:50

WGSS 314 The Social Ecology of Racial and Gender Inequity
Greta F. Snyder – MR 2:35-3:50

WGSS 213 Race, Gender, and the Alien Body (TUT)
Rhon S. Manigault-Bryant – TBA

WGSS 324 Indigenous Women's History
Tyler J. Rogers – TR 8:30-9:45

WGSS 218 Gender and Sexuality in the Neoslave Narrative
Ianna Hawkins Owen – W 1:10-3:50

WGSS 331 Queer Europe: Sexualities and Politics since 1850
Chris Waters - MR 2:35-3:50

WGSS 224 Sexuality in France
Brian Martin – TR 11:20-12:35

WGSS 337 Race, Sex & Gender in Brazil
Gregory Mitchell – M 7:00-9:40

WGSS 226 Gender and the Dancing Body
Munjulika Tarah – W 1:10-3:50

WGSS 338 Latina/o Musical Cultures
María Elena Cepeda – TR 11:20-12:35

WGSS 237 Queer Drama
Shayok Misha Chowdhury – W 1:10-3:50

WGSS 339 Stereotypes, Prejudice, and Discrimination
Steven Fein – W 1:10-3:50; M 1:00-4:00

WGSS 241 Sex and Gender in Ancient Greece and Rome (TUT)
Amanda R. Wilcox – TBA

WGSS 343 Representations of Racial-Sexual Violence (TUT)
Joy James – TBA

WGSS 242 Women, Gender, and Sexuality in Islam
Saadia Yacoob - TR 9:55-11:10

WGSS 348 Women, Men and Other Animals
Mel Y. Chen – M 7:00-9:40

WGSS 260 Power, Feminist-Style
Greta F. Snyder – MW 11:00-12:15

WGSS 386 Latinas in the Global Economy
Carmen T. Whalen - MWF 11:00-12:15

WGSS 261 Lost Voices of Medieval Women
M. Jennifer Bloxam - TR 9:55-11:10

WGSS 411 Advanced Readings and Research
Kiaran Honderich - W 1:10-3:50
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